
WEDNESDAYS

A Summer of Action!
A toolkit for



Welcome to the 
Worth More Wednesdays
Summer Action Toolkit!

We have been so inspired by the inventiveness we’ve seen from the ECE community on
the Days of Action, and we can’t wait to see what you do this summer!

The activities outlined in this Toolkit are simply examples, we understand that our
communities across Ontario are diverse. Your actions may look different to reflect the
needs of your community, so feel free to adapt this Toolkit as necessary. If your timeline
is different, and you will start the actions a little later, that’s OK too. It’s never too late to
care out loud.

If you are not working directly with children, or you aren’t able to participate in every
action, we invite you to think creatively, with the Toolkit as a starting point. Be sure to
keep an eye on the AECEO and OCBCC social media accounts, where we will share
ideas, including inspiration for actions individuals can take.

However you use the Toolkit, we hope that you will feel the message at the heart of it:
that relationships are advocacy, and that you already have all the skills and knowledge
you need to be a leader in this movement. 

Every week we’ll send an email reminder, along with resources and prompts for the week
to make it as easy as possible to join in because you, and every ECE, child care worker
and family are WORTH MORE!

The Worth More Days of Action in
November and June were so successful that
we want to make sure our message will
continue to be heard loud and clear all
summer long.

This summer join ECEs, early years staff,
child care providers, and families across
Ontario for the Worth More Summer of
Action!
 
We’ll provide some ideas, printable
resources, and conversation prompts, you’ll
provide the ECE Magic to build stronger
relationships with children, families, and
your community.



WEEK 1

Extra Extra!
Read All
About It!

Share the Worth More op-ed somewhere noticeable - Post up the printable,
decorate a bulletin board. Make it eye-catching!
Advocacy always starts with conversation, so share the article in the staff group-
chat or email, or start a discussion with your colleagues. Add the article to the
agenda of a staff meeting etc.
Invite families to take action with you! Share these e-actions and the article with
families. These email templates make it easy to send a message to families you
currently work with AND families who are waiting for care. Consider sharing this e-
action as part of your initial communications with waitlisted families.

 

WEEK 1

Share an article and the e-actions with your community

We’ll kick off the Summer of Action with an
easy way to share our message with
families and our communities.
 
This Toronto Star article speaks about
the issues we face, and the solutions we
need. We must press decisions makers to
implement these changes to make
CWELCC a sustainable success! 

Signing, and sharing our e-actions are a
quick and easy way to make your voice
heard, and invite families into the
conversation.

Why it’s strategic: We know that Educators are the heart of any child care system,
but here in Ontario the government is trying to build a new system on child care
workers’ backs. We need to make sure families, communities and allies know that
too so they can advocate for change.

Weekly 
Conversation 
Starter:

"What do you think about
this article?" 

Week 1

https://assets.nationbuilder.com/childcareon/pages/2702/attachments/original/1688487584/Worth_More_op-ed.pdf?1688487584
https://www.childcareontario.org/write_your_mpp
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1i0NldqP4Xb2Eiq7TBAx6FQXPQGSqxFhsWvakb7tckEA/edit
https://www.childcareontario.org/waiting
https://www.childcareontario.org/waiting
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/childcareon/pages/2702/attachments/original/1688487584/Worth_More_op-ed.pdf?1688487584
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/childcareon/pages/2702/attachments/original/1688487584/Worth_More_op-ed.pdf?1688487584
https://www.childcareontario.org/write_your_mpp


WEEK 1WEEK 2

Download, print and personalize your own colouring pages! Use these designs in
your programming with children, send them home in backpacks, colour together at a
staff meeting while having discussions, or make them available to families at a
colouring station.

Worth More Wednesdays colouring pages

Share your creations! Make a gallery wall someplace visible in your space. You
could intersperse your creations with these downloadable posters to make your
point very clear. Don't forget to tag us when you share your art online!

Families love to see children's art work and so do MPPs! Use this template to draw
and colour with children in-program, then ask families to fill in the few lines with why
child care matters to them.  Save these precious letters to share with MPPs in week
five.

"I love my child care because...." art page

 

Colour
Outside 

the lines!
 

Why it’s strategic: Colouring pages are an easy and approachable way to give
educators and families ways to share their own feelings  and to make their solidarity
visible. 

Weekly 
Conversation 
Starter:

"What’s the best thing about having
child care? What was it like to be
on the waiting list?" 

WEEK 1
We love to colour! Whether it’s
creating art or relaxing after a long
day, colouring pages are perfect way
for people of all ages to share their
creativity, get involved, and send a
message.

Week 2

Get artistic, share your views!

https://assets.nationbuilder.com/childcareon/pages/2702/attachments/original/1688575087/WMW_colouring_pages.pdf?1688575087
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/childcareon/pages/2693/attachments/original/1686081896/June20thPosters.pdf?1686081896
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/childcareon/pages/2702/attachments/original/1688575104/Family_and_Child_Letters_%282%29.pdf?1688575104
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/childcareon/pages/2702/attachments/original/1688575104/Family_and_Child_Letters_%282%29.pdf?1688575104


WEEK 1

Chalk it up! Make key messages visible outside of your centre, chalk out “Worth
More” in giant letters, add hashtags, polka dots, hearts or whatever else grabs
attention! 

Try making a “Path to Universal Child Care” hopscotch, with steps to jump between,
on a public path (this works especially well if you have a high traffic path, seeing
grownups from your community hop from step to step is so fun!)

Chalk out a “Hit $10 a day” target game with beanbags. Encourage families and
children to play at pick up time.

Highlight your chalk messages at pick-up (or other busy times of day) with a bubble
dance party! Find the Child Care Advocates Bubble Dance Party playlist here! 

 

WEEK 1
It’s time to spread some joy, make some
noise, and invite your community out to
play! 

ECEs know the value of serious play. In
setting out this kind of message and
provocation we are inviting our
communities to think and PLAY with us. 

Why it’s strategic: Because joy is always strategic! To paraphrase Emma Goldman “It’s
not my revolution if I can’t dance to it”! Joyous moments with our community build
relationships and allyship in moments of lightness that will stick with us in more serious
times.

Weekly 
Conversation 
Starter:

"What do you HOPE $10/day child
care will mean for you, for our
community, for Canada?”

Week 3
WEEK 3

Bubbles, and
Chalk, and
Dancing, 

Oh My!

Draw attention, make some noise, share some joy!

WEEK 3

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DCcp7-RilLrr08KI1LSUKFr2gjCbM8iah_NMimn692U/edit
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/5ZzOSie45sLPXGhrN5uTft?si=ZWqtN1_fTvyB1s7qSfp--w&nd=1
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/5ZzOSie45sLPXGhrN5uTft?si=ZWqtN1_fTvyB1s7qSfp--w


WEEK 1WEEK 2

Use Bristol board or foam core board to create an oversized invitation to your
MPP! Invite your local MPP to visit your centre, see your amazing space, and talk
to families and educators. Use a sample invitation from here or draft your own.
Feel free to decorate your invitation with kid's artwork, stickers, or glitter. This MPP
visit can be as formal or as fun as you choose.  It's your space and you know it and
your families best!

Make sure there is lots of room on your giant invitation for families and educators
to sign, and add their own messages. If possible, ask folks to share their postcode
too.

Display your giant invitation somewhere visible for the week to make sure you get
as many signatures as possible!

Why it’s strategic: Meeting with MPPs is one of the most effective advocacy tactics
available! MPPs appreciate the opportunity to meet lots of their constituents and see a local
community program. You are the expert in your centre, and you can show instead of tell
the MPP about the importance of quality child care!

Weekly 
Conversation 
Starter:

"How well do you think Ontario is
doing in rolling out $10/day child
care compared to other provinces?" 

WEEK 1Families and ECEs know the
incredible work that happens in child
care centres every day - they see it
happen! 

This week we'll send a BIG
invitation, and invite MPPs to visit
our spaces so they can see it too!

Week 4

Invite your MPP to visit your
space, signed "with love from
EVERYONE"!

WEEK 4

Make a BIG Ask
- Send a BIG
Invitation

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QV2so4S-j1NqJSEpWDJKVnos-111KCXarmLQyfLc5MY/edit


WEEK 1

Grab your giant invitation and gather up your child-and-family colouring page letters
from week 2! Make sure as many families and staff as possible have signed the
invitation.

Check the location and office hours of your MPP's constituency office. Call ahead
to ensure the MPP or staff will be there to receive your invitation. Your MPP's office
staff can let you know when your MPP will be in the office, and dropping off the
invitation and saying hello should be a quick visit.

If your MPP's office is close by, plan a community walk or a stroller parade to deliver
the invitation. Make your walk as fun and visible as possible, balloons, pom poms,
and bubbles are a great way to turn a walk into a parade!

If your MPP's office is farther from your centre, ask a few families, staff or allies to
join you to deliver your invitation. You'll be the friendly and welcoming faces of your
centre.

 

WEEK 1
This week we'll deliver our BIG
INVITATIONS by hand to our MPPs
offices! An oversized invitation delivered
by friendly faces is hard to resist or
ignore! MPPs are in their constituencies
over the summer and should be engaging
with residents in their riding. 

Why it’s strategic: Delivering your invitation in person makes it easier for your MPP to
commit to visiting your centre, and harder for them to ignore your request. By having this
inital meeting with your MPP, you'll gain confidence, and start to build a relationship. You'll
put a human face onto the issue of child care!

Weekly 
Conversation 
Starter:

"What do you want your MPP to know
about Early Childhood Education and
Care? What do you wish EVERYONE
knew about ECEC?"

Week 5WEEK 3

 Signed,
Sealed,

DELIVERED!

 Make a trip to personally deliver your invitation to your MPP 

WEEK 5

https://www.ola.org/en/members#findtrouver
https://www.ola.org/en/members#findtrouver


WEEK 1

Show them our world!
Once you have delivered your invitation and
set a date for your MPP to visit your centre,
you'll be well on your way to one of the most
effective advocacy actions there is.

YOU are the expert in your centre, and
sharing your enthusiasm, knowledge, and
care with your MPP is invaluable!

Stay tuned and we'll share a step-by-step
guide to hosting your MPP centre visit, and
tons of other resources, very soon.

You'll be joining ECE advocates across the province who are using their voices, and
caring out loud! From Windsor to Wawa to Waterloo, MPPs will visit our amazing
spaces, see the incredible work we do, and hear directly from educators, staff, and
families. 

Our message is clear, everywhere in Ontario, child care is... 

 Host your MPP at  a
Centre Visit!

Lead the movement!


